Proficiency Cardholder's Program
Purpose - To insure that all Brothers have at least a "basic" understanding of our gentle craft and that this knowledge is uniform throughout this Grand Jurisdiction.  

Requirements - Attendance at a Basic School of Instruction, taught by an instructor "certified" by the Grand Lecturer is the first step which must be accomplished.  

Upon the successful competition of this step, an individual Brother may then proceed to acquire any of the three levels of proficiency cards, the Basic, the Intermediate and the Advanced.

An individual Brother who wishes to hold an Intermediate OR Advanced proficiency card does not have to hold a lesser card prior to "reading" for the higher level card, he only needs to pass his proficiency of the card level he is seeking to the satisfaction of the instructor.  The instructor however must be "certified" by the Grand Lecturer and hold a proficiency card for that card level.
Basic, Intermediate and Advanced cards all hold an expiration date, and must be renewed every five years.  The date of expiration for a Proficiency card is the last day of the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Oregon of the corresponding year.  In other words, if you were issued a Proficiency card on any date in 2011, your card expires the last day of Annual Communication 2016.  This rule does not apply to “Lifetime Proficiency” card holders.
Basic School of Instruction - This school will help an individual Brother to understand the many facets of a Lodge and help separate such things as "Lodge custom" from actual Ritual or CODE requirements.  It will explain Lodge etiquette as it applies to titles and introductions and will discuss the role each Lodge officer plays during a Lodge meeting.  Proper floor work, how to examine visiting Brethren or receive the Grand Master on his "official" visit, are only some of the information provided at a Basic School of Instruction.
 Curriculum - Basic School of Instruction / Ritual book is required
1. Open and Close Lodge on all three (3) degrees, both long & short form.

2. Calling from Labor to Refreshment & from Refreshment back to Labor.
3. Purging the Lodge and answering an alarm at the door 
4. Investigating Sojourners

5. Proper escorting of Visitors such as the Grand Master, Grand Lodge Officers, District Deputies both within and without their districts, visiting Worshipful Masters, etc.

6. Proper use of titles.

7. Proper use of Grand Honors - private, public and funeral.

8. Greeting of Visitors.

9. Balloting - all aspects, the degrees of Masonry, Affiliation, Dual Membership.
10. Election of Officers

11. Voting in Lodge - for officers and Lodge issues.
12. Masonic Funerals.

13. Proper Floor Work.

14. Masonic Etiquette in Lodge and at "refreshment".

Requirements
Basic Proficiency Card
1.  Attend a Basic School of Instruction.
2.  Read a portion of the "ciphered work" from the Ritual
· Opening and closing the Lodge on all three (3) degrees BOTH short and long form for stated, special and conferral of degrees.
· Take the Lodge from Labor to Refreshment and from Refreshment back to Labor.
· Purging the Lodge.
· Announcing an alarm at the door.
· Call the Lodge to "ease".
· Balloting on Petitions.
3.  Pass an examination with the instructor, obtaining a 99.90% accuracy which allows for five 

     (5) errors with three (3) chances to correct those errors.
Intermediate Proficiency Card
1.  Successfully completed all requirements for a Basic Proficiency Card, including the 
     attendance at a Basic School of Instruction.
2.  Read one of the three (3) Candidates' lectures, the choice of which lecture is to be read is up 

     to the Brother being examined.
3.  Pass an examination with the instructor, obtaining a 99.90% accuracy which allows for five 

     (5) errors with three (3) chances to correct those errors.
Advanced Proficiency Card
1.  Successfully completed all requirements for a Basic Proficiency Card, including the   

     attendance at a Basic School of Instruction.
2.  Read all three (3) of the Candidates' lectures.

3.  Pass an examination with the instructor, obtaining a 99.90% accuracy which allows for five 

     (5) errors with three (3) chances to correct those errors.

Instructions
· All reading examinations will be done with a "certified" Instructor.
· All readings will be done in a one (1) on one (1) meeting with the Instructor, there will be no multiple or group readings.  
· Readings may be completed at any time so long as the reading falls within the five (5) year time span between the Brother's attendance at a Basic School of Instruction and the reading.  If this is not the case, the Brother must attend another Basic School of Instruction before reading for proficiency at any level.
· Readings for any card level maybe done at the will and pleasure of the Brother, so long as it falls within the five (5) year requirement.

· In the Intermediate proficiency card exam, the reading of the Candidates lecture, chosen by the Brother to read, may be done at any time so long as it is done within the five (5) year time requirement as previously set forth.
· In the Advanced proficiency card exam, the reading of all three (3) of the Candidates lectures may be done separately, so long as all three (3) are done within the five (5) year time requirement as previously set forth.
Lifetime Certification
Lifetime proficiency cards are no longer awarded in this Grand Jurisdiction, however "existing" Lifetime proficiency cardholders will retain their Lifetime cards and not be subject to these certification requirements.

Helpful Tools of the Trade
1. RitualBook - revised in 2011
2. Masonic Etiquette
3. Officer's Handbook - revised 2010
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